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CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA  

Social Justice 
 
Bonnytoun  
 
This month we got to spend more time at Bonnytoun and got to work with all the different dorms. 
Volunteers did some different ice breakers with the boys as well as a treasure hunt where the boys 
searched for sweets and a soccer tournament which the boys always enjoy. Some of the boys can be 
difficult and it was decided that we would need to take a stricter approach with them. The boys that are 
not willing to take part in our activities are told that they must go back to their cells. This avoids the 
distraction that they cause to other boys and ensures that everyone in the room takes part. It has been 
working well and we have normally found that they decide to participate after all.  

 
Mock Trial  
 
Vrygrond Mock Trial - This is going well with focus this month on opening statements of the prosecution 
and defence.  They also looked at cross examining of witnesses and volunteers came up with their own 
stories and played the part of the witnesses who were then cross questioned. The youth who are involved 
with this mock trial seem to be learning a lot and are very serious and passionate about it. This is as a 
result of the hard work and dedication that our volunteers have put into this project.  
 
Nyanga Mock Trial – This month we started our Mock Trial project in Nyanga with another group. These 
people are 25/26 years of age and are currently trying to find employment. They are part of a help and 
support group called ‘ t for life, t for work’  that are helping these people get the skills they need to find 
employment and keep them off the streets. 
 
St Anne’s  
 
This month volunteers have continued with the computer workshops giving the women lessons in 
Microsoft Office. They have also been giving advice on job interview techniques and how to answer 
questions within a job interview. The women then typed out their answers as a way of practicing their 
typing skills whilst also learning interview skills. 

 

 

Monthly report – May 2012 



2 

 

 

Young in Prison  
 
Huis Vredulus – This is a girl’s detention facility, similar to Bonnytoun at which we have been working for 
a long time.  Volunteers have been assisting Young in Prison in their workshops and interacting with the 
girls so as to build up a bound with them. We have already received some positive feedback from the girls 
who are being held there who have thanked us for spending the time to work with them and said that just 
us being there shows them that someone cares about them and they are not being forgotten about. 
 
Ottery Education and Youth Centre – This is a centre which holds young boys who have been sent 
here to complete their schooling. It is more of a boarding style facility than a prison and the boys have 
more freedom than they would in somewhere like Bonnytoun. We are again assisting Young in Prison 
with workshops and sporting activities with the boys.  

 

Legal Services 
 
The legal clinics are still running well and next month we are starting up our fourth legal clinic. We hope 
that as volunteer numbers increase over the next few months there will be plenty of opportunity for 
volunteers to go to legal clinics and get involved in new case work.  


