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HR Clubs   

 

 

Social Justice 

Community Outreach: Intestacy and Property Rights 

Over the month of May our team travelled to the outskirts of Accra to educate three farming communities 
on issues of intestacy and property rights, marriage rights and maintenance. It is common for women of 
Ghana to suffer physical, psychological and economical abuse following the death of their husbands. 
Furthermore, basic laws of succession are not adhered to in many parts of the country leaving women 
and children neglected. Our team have been working with Supervisor Eben to advocate on these laws 
and help eradicate the harmful practices.  

Comments/Feedback: This project has been running very successfully for the past year and a half. It is 
one which volunteers always enjoy and one to which communities are very responsive. 

Community Outreach: Domestic Violence 

To follow up on Domestic Violence research which took place over the month of April our team began 
advocating for the eradication of domestic violence in a suburb of Accra called Tema Newtown. 
Volunteers entered the community to address concerns raised during our research programme. The 
advocacy had two aims: 

1. To educate the community about the laws surrounding domestic violence and protection and  

2. To advise on individual cases.  

Comments/ Feedback: This project runs successfully from both community and volunteer perspectives. 
Often victims require guidance on their particular cases so immediate resolution or at least address can 
be provided. It is particular enjoyed by legal students and graduates who understand the laws and can 
answer with minimal support from our supervisors.  
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HR Clubs 

HR clubs is an Amnesty International initiative project which aims to set up and run human rights clubs in 
secondary schools across the world. PAHO is currently running two clubs in two of Accra’s largest 
secondary schools; Accra High School and Presbyterian Secondary School. These clubs aim to promote 
advocacy by empowering and informing the student bodies. PAHO volunteers run 5week programs in 
each school. Each week the students discuss a new issue or human rights topic.  

This project has been running consistently for 2years. Initial meetings with our partnering teachers took 
place towards the end of the month. 

Comments/Feedback: The first club session will come off in June. 

 

School Advocacy 

To complement our Domestic Violence community outreach, volunteers began school advocacy 
programmes in the area of Tema Newtown to inform children about their rights and responsibilities 
relating to domestic violence. The programmes involve a series of fun and interactive sketches played out 
by our volunteers to highlight the various types of domestic violence and how to resolve the problem. 

Comments/Feedback: This programme runs well and consistently. Children are very interested to learn 
more about their rights. 

 

Campaign against Child Trafficking 

In the third week of May our team travelled up to Kete Krachi to support the Campaign against Child 
Trafficking once again. Over the week, PAHO volunteers hosted a variety of programmes to continue 
what they begun in April. Teams split to provide school advocacy outreaches to primary, junior high and 
secondary students on issues of child labour, trafficking, domestic violence and human rights and 
responsibilities. Local politicians came together once more to have an interactive seminar on trafficking in 
the areas and the roles of political leaders in eradicating it. A third island was visited where our team 
discussed issues of trafficking, labour and the importance of education. Finally our team (including our 
PRO lawyer) trained the recently established Community Child Protection Committee. In the month of 
April PAHO and the Campaign volunteers assembled a group of interested and active community 
members to stand as protectors of the local children. They were trained during this week on the laws of 
trafficking and labour, their roles as volunteers, their duties and mandate. 

Comments/ Feedback: A lot of worthwhile and progressive work came off during this short week. It was 
ended with a closing ceremony where the effect of the team’s involvement was highlighted by community 
members. The team had constructed well thought out programmes based on reports from last month’s 
outreach. Our team proved to be a credit to the organisation. 

 

Legal/ Professional Placements 

Over the month of May we had two legal volunteers; one student and one professional and one 
professional Social Worker. PRO placements are specifically tailored to each volunteer’s experience and 
area of expertise.  

Our legal student has been mostly involved in our social justice projects since her arrival as her interest 
lies in raising awareness. Her unique skills and knowledge are being used in our intestacy and domestic 
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violence projects particularly which require a good level of legal understanding and the ability to educate 
on relevant Ghanaian laws. 

Our professional lawyer was based in PAHO but spent some time interacting with the lawyers and 
administrators of FIDA. FIDA (the International Federation of Women Lawyers) is a legal aid- type 
scheme which provides legal counsel to women on a variety of issues. It is one of our partnering NGO’s. 
Our PRO volunteer was interested to meet the team and identify areas where we can collaborate.  

Our social worker has been placed in PAHO since her arrival at the end of May. With years of experience 
as a clinical psychologist our volunteer will be working with a governmental shelter for abused children 
and a private home for victims of trafficking. Here she will be sharing her knowledge with the staff in order 
to safeguard and improve the development of residing children. Before her arrival she was able to 
prepare resources which she is now using as teaching tools and which she will leave for the institutions 
as referral guides. 

Research 

There was no research project this month due to our low number of volunteers to ratio of work. 

Our team came together at the end of the month to overhaul the o�ce’s archive. A huge clearing of waste 
took place and volunteers have been assigned areas of work to create archives and on-going folders for 
in their spare time.  


